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Aif um^ a fei/va. o^aitijO^ev 

ciwrf mu Wixu &ae3f£^j2v> jurvUl 1* <|W. to Rmsu) ttoJr (a is 
A*p^feuy) AUiui/vfta^ } ^'mvxs OMcv^WUaj hi ham. (ju^ ftiAi^cWtc 

^U^A>Jlu.m MAffiC tt»i'‘l6vuiuc.s^V^jWdL H( Ua* tfc 

\j.S.A.u\u(Vuu to UAlt^ iui^Wd(ft VUtirttw M Soui^uiJuLiis N cu. (jGiy 
Wsiaw. fc£ <sm l*^Ac. ^ uasU |6V3 e©\Ai m. (iuut oj£ *>\ He h'tM.s sa qu<j e 

'K/um.-n<u) unvSi v (iA*vl a ^ s^U^sa! Ik fiA^euj^W cW* 

^ SNW ^ iJ jJ'*' s ^ewiuty cyv»M2. JurtlfeiJrs iu Ur, r"^cJls wjW cuh Iu\uj! m 

. , ^«v) W ^W., tsi, to |\u*\o tteoT U Uclo smnmsui a s(»£fljudUd( 
AV^Wicc. urn ^cvuj> 3acit 'BaAte^tk s*mj\ uJVud ukls uatfe (u«u a 
&Jt$^ (uUft . S tfijuuJf Uta Cojv&aa unlA aiUfe\iu^ /V\ Lft (PfiAj(mi)A 

9 vw ^ aJWy ftu WiW . ^ *• 

A Ojvfl ttuLuj^iuji olWaI ^ovo ■fttn/o dcujs / ^(rvo fexcv) lunur- 

^AOi|iKV£ OJVfl ^ (^V V|CVC> ^A«\A ttus &Uti{ 6| ^AflUw . 
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WUjJwuLVik. ^VlS\AK ^(SNa'i QMSVl, flj>V W^S S^Uv^OlS UJ\$K t{«Uk£,TW )U\ru 

v^<sv> vQiji. $bJtxLt tr*fi. tx*^Jr 't‘dcU| • 3 lus|ii tedr 'Stnrw a 
njjxftl \MloA cv^jVj <^nk. Gmuuts ^Ajm. . £> olh^ s.c <^W.. 1&T Irstk y tfW 

Imj^aWjA Wyi ^ IjuksJf Cj cxi. ua a. <veAAj Unty. 

W55> CSJ^JVAj 5^>^JtxjuJX HtfcuuLx^ ^AXt^fcijtk VAAJbtv "Ujcsi 5jl^ ^ O- iltjtliLy oXjxilxC . 
(W^ 3 ttauU Wajul c>ua ijuiiiiJr SiiuiAjBvtja aWlr evil mi fcteamv ^»wa. 
Ifcf)\aujjj^ fjfelMams , ,h)$w UxoIJIjlsl ssv^kww 

0JV!i 6Vk t&£U/k Jjjjju. Q(\UJJuks ( t- iljSVj ^*Xa 6| - 3 (wur 

Ayajewc (V£iU| owjxdk tcv^KxuL V* us\atl unJfc ttu SttldUsu/* t<i eul' 

Sjkmniaj ftis&MjxssL isiWk ftuy W3v ^AflAf\ <iMJtfttuiA.s r 4lfo tUt 

‘WJtflwsh, (iatkuj^ UiX$ • Ife teay feUwi WaJ( sMisa (s Vm> 

&SXI . 

3 tauHl ta*A w ftuu u/\£t ttm Kadis ua 'ttxs. QjUj^i\aiUa^ H 

"tHMCxO QWJj tttudstUM^ was gw trvOv Unu^ lo (WAwr nuWl ah- xfe^il^ * 
(^avo ttsWA ^ SUAfiMidL ^ ycvl CWuf ui\jUt H(V^<WimnSWS sUjui^ « 
dfcuJGji tui umk , WtK&c. 11 ^ tausd Wow St M^CW^ UK T^v^xM^i 
fliaJf jdrWxs JIasiaxol j<^| fo iJlrdb. aSjur<a^ ^jo 7 JL^«Iir>Jr ? 

Ti(W^ m twj tb dl» ^ aWup IuAua'Jt to a , 

■\{|^ WiA tttL ^Aft\£i di^ulir l^kpx^^ aJr Ifiuui" T&fiy 

aiUjb 2 &JW. uJVt omJU| d(awJl twinuJr * 3 Wa Imix tiW i{<r^ , sjt ^3 

RjUUKmO kiT- ST IS (WWLCk^Sl QM>U dw^ACJuJJr ttuiU ' O^ acluH; SSJWWX f tTULSs3- 
^wciA jJiJxJfifiAwtii « (f$u\Aui|s-s 6wi dixy t|evA ewi ou^xy 1 m. 

uji*\v W dt cl^aT urW?, h^u ^jov) uaU ssa'Wevo ujdlft uniAJtt ulWk ym~ 
SljXlR. OJtlS * " 3 j^X (^iwdfw^A ^ ux 0$X^\&SM£9. MwdA M *(GWV • 

<^(jvO V^\9A C5W-Vb C^e\nA. ItgAr- /NX2JT^U1ajm^©cs(S| p 

S^juu)r^^€^ NSL^AJgNkS. SSWU&t , Sr%aT VAAll SLw . 
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Htata —- a«m W>a <^u>m 4nf(k HudbuuA to*)— AH&y dt> cwM“ Jtat" 

SUVview <jausV ckrwjvo j QrvJr AsUtGo/v \sij6\ta OtaT tft£U| Uc4 §j& $vxucta iQi <^uk % 
3Jf miwA as ^ oSlutsdfSLm^ mswuxa iu is eWl ^ s*vjul 

evA vJVt Vd^ IfliA dsvwvv tota SU^i f y^&ncgI^ (msvusl is UjL^crvtcWl. 

TEu/> lV5tAJ\ i$ ^ U*taWta. ,tuk tasvj ^\ dr h) (Saasa . pkOuy a wuvuacl tau> 
staA to owft ," 3 usadf to ^Wrtttas to Ota ^juj eluyjaiu <fciouy cmjlka 

ftiusur Uta tofc\/\ks ^ uroA^HtfoT Ota UMwtoYUWj taux^ au (buJtaAtiY fissizsi . 

* ( i\V v VkA «a& nSWlT cv a^ovA IdttiLa &ghWxA G*t&e< 

^ Cau |adf ij^Aas^xu ktau (im^Aup iute &ahaj^ fdiA.cs ( +cW 

jdaBI <^aa tb taiusalf <5 \kjv £*vaa c^imr jvv&uU t ^ jta a Woudv^uJ[ Sraty 
($jujs\A Wi (jaCfi'uAJS <|<sv> |o&|T{\ju6vo- 

PJlx&A£ cU <wjHT ttarntr ft luaduta OU Oua^uHry \n Hus . ^ djG\dn urauuJr 

oJJxLuvjdr OtadT. \^ov) \xki imd to crnsum all I &tAa<Y^~fk. 
^ uja^doadr jajujv|pjtMJs . ,3 sJtadH Wa ijcva OMU&x 9 V\A 

tuUta <: !w^Wfutat f u>a \u\SH Sta tujubtt)uu| ^ y^aeu|uy ytruJ. 

taju U k£A|i|Huft>s Ui $m ^ iiVttr Omx' Jtlta fcubdi 
► CjWJOaj) to • 

’\JSuA viWxJLA , 


















"Somewhere in France", 
August 8, 1917. 


My dear Friends: 

We have just been crossing the battlefields of the 
Marne, on our way up to the camps where the American troops 
are stationed, just behind the lines. We have covered more 
than a hundred miles of territory that was formerly behind 
the German lines, and passed within fifteen miles of a fam¬ 
ous cathedral of shell-fire fame, and within thirty miles 
of one of the best known forts in France, where the Germans 
lost a half million men in unsuccessful assaults. We have 
gone through towns and villages that were bombarded earlier 
in the war, and at one time we were within twelve miles of 
the present German lines, easily within range of their mon¬ 
ster guns. 


Upon alighting at our destination, we were read¬ 
ily distinguished by the Y. M. C. A. secretaries who were 
awaiting ©ur arrival, by our American army uniforms, with 
the bronze initials, U. S. — Y. M. C. A., upon the collars. 
Here in this little French village a thousand "Sammies" are 
stationed, and the whole place is alive with the khaki uni¬ 
form. Every available shed, stable or barn loft is filled 
with these wide awake, generous, warm-hearted, bronzed boys 
of Mexican border fame. 

One could not but be impressed with the moral dan¬ 
gers confronting theBe men in this far away land. In the 
first place, the very natuie of the life they are living 
and the work they are doing is not conducive to the highest 
morality. Several hours each day are spent in bayonet and 
target practice, the handling of grenades and the throwing 
of bombs, experimenting with poison gas and liquid fire - 
all of which have one object, namely proficiency in the art 
of destruction of the enemy. In addition to this, there is 
always a certain amount of drudgery and unpleasant work 
that must be done about the camp. Stables must be cleaned, 
streets swept, garbage cans removed, and various other san¬ 
itary measures taken. By the end of the strenuous day 
every man is dog-tired, and anxious for any kind of diver¬ 
sion or amusement. 

What are the available means of recreation? The 
French village offers three choices: the wine and liquor 
house, the gambling resort, and the house of immorality. 

The soldier can take his choice of' these. There are no 
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moving pictures, no theaters, no social gathering places of 
refinement. The problem is intensified by the fact that 
the enlisted man in the American army draws from $35 to $90 
a month, while the private in the French army gets six cents 
a day, or $1.80 a month, in addition to the small allowance 
that goes to his family. Does it take a vivid imagination 
to enable one to understand what will happen to these men 
during the long winter what is before them? Tired out with 
the roiitine and drudgery of the day, far away from all the 
steadying influences of home, with profanity, obscenity, 
drinking and immorality taken for granted, with plenty of 
money in their pockets, and with the subtle tempter or 
temptress ever present, is it any wonder that our boys are 
going down before this flood of temptation like chaff be¬ 
fore the storm? 

In the green pasture just outside the village, is 
the large tent and athletic field of the Y„ M. C. A,, with 
its red triangle, symbolizing the three fold work it is at¬ 
tempting to do among these soldiers. This is the only place 
in the village where the men can gather under refining in¬ 
fluences and in a wholesome atmosphere. The Association is 
seeking to minister to the whole man — body, mind and spirit, 
and one of the strongest of the city Association secretaries 
of America is in charge. A pine board hut is being erected 
near the tent and will be ready for occupancy within a few 
days. In the tent, toward evening, scores of men can be 
seen writing letters upon the paper provided by the Associa¬ 
tion, others are reading the home papers or the books from 
the circulating library} groups of men are gathered about 
the folding billiard tables, while others are buying choco¬ 
late, cakes, etc., at the counter, and the ever-present phon¬ 
ograph is doing its bit. Outside a baseball game is in 
progress, and from the vooiferous rooters along the third 
base line comes the familiar cry, "Atta Boy”, which we 
have not heard for a good many days. Still others are 
kicking a Spalding football around the lot. Just outside 
the tent is an improvised boxing ring and a little black 
haired chap is pounding the stuffin' out of his larger op¬ 
ponent, much to the amusement of the hundred spectators. 

Other small groups are lying around on the grass, taking 
life easy, after the toil of the day. 

At 6:30 the regimental band appears on the scene 
for an hour's concert outside the tent. Following this, 
an officer gets upon a table and announces that Dr u Eddy 
will speak upon his experiences among the soldiers of the 
various armies. For fifteen minutes he tells about some 
of his many interesting experiences and gets the attention 
of the men. Then he talks for thirty minutes upon the 
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moral problems of camp life and pleads for clean living, 
making a profound impression upon those present. After the 
meeting I had a most unusual talk with a chap from Des 
Moines. When he came to the meeting he was slightly under 
the influence of drink, but at the close he came up and ask¬ 
ed me for a New Testament, saying that he was a Roman Catho¬ 
lic, but that he would like to have a Testament, This gave 
me an opportunity to talk with him, and we went off by our¬ 
selves and sat down on the grass. I found out that he had 
two brothers who had graduated from Drake and that we knew 
a lot of people in common. For thirty minutes we talked 
earnestly upon the things that really count, and found that 
we agreed upon more of the fundamental points than we real¬ 
ized. He said that he believed that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God and his personal Saviour, that he realized the 
sinfulness of his own life and his need of divine help in 
the midst of the temptations of that village, that he want¬ 
ed to give up his sins and that he would ask God to help 
him. There upon that grass he uttered what he told me was 
the first audible prayer of the thirty-four years of his 
life, as the tears streamed down his cheeks. I shall not 
soon forget that prayer. 

How it does make one's heart ache to think, on the 
one hand, of the terrific moral temptations that are pour¬ 
ing in upon our men; and, on the other, of all that they 
shall undergo during these next months in the way of physi¬ 
cal suffering, agony, and death, in the muddy trenches and 
water—soaked dugouts, in the face of poison gas, liquid 
fire, bayonet steel, machine gun bullets and bits of 
shrapnel. 


Just before I left London the other day, while 
riding upon a bus, a chap in the Australian uniform sidled 
up to me and said: "Say partner, could you tell me where 
a fellow could get a little something to drink?" Upon my 
suggesting that he had better leave it alone, that it would 
surely get the better of him, he replied: "There you go, 
the same old story that my dad has been telling me all my 
life." And as he was in a talkative mood, he continued; 
"You see, my father is a Christian. He has made his pile 
and lives a secluded life. It’s all right for him to be a 
Christian. But say, you ought to see the things that I see 
every day. Do you know what they are teaching us down in 
the camp where I am stationed? The best way to put a bayo¬ 
net through a German! The Bible says to love your enemies, 
and my father can do that where he is, but down in the camp 
or out at the front it can't be done." The parson may be 
able to explain how you can love your enemy and at the same 
time run him through, but somehow this simple minded 
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Australian soldier was not able to understand it. One can¬ 
not but wonder how many others there are with a like diffi¬ 
culty . 

The other night I happened to be in a railway 
station when an ambulance train pulled in. The long plat¬ 
form was entirely covered with rows of stretchers, and 
scores of Red Cross doctors, nurses and stretcher bearers 
were on hand. In the station a glee club of Welsh soldiers 
were singing for the wounded as they passed by, between 
the long rows of women and young girls, who were tossing 
flowers on the cots of the sufferers. It was a pathetic 
sight to see these brave fellows raise themselves up and 
with a smile wave there appreciation to the crowds. While 
we were at the station three separate drafts of men, with 
cheer and song, marched by to board the train bound for the 
front. No one knows how many of them will lie beneath the 
sod of the battlefield, or come back on stretchers, with 
legs or arms gone, with eyesight destroyed or lungs shatter¬ 
ed by the poison gas. What a price we are paying in 
our efforts to achieve human freedoml 

Mr. Eddy has started on another long tour through 
the British camps, and I am to spend the next seven weeks 
in work with the American troops in the various camps. It 
is a wonderful privilege indeed. At the end of September, 
we start for China, by way of the North Sea, Norway, Russia 
and the Trans-Siberian Railway, where Mr. Eddy begins his 
long campaign on October 27th. After September 1st all 
letters should be addressed to me c/o Y. M. C. A., 3 Quin— 
san Gardens, Shanghai, China. I received good news from my 
wife and Eirby, Jr. They are with Alma's mother, at 617 
Bethje St., Houston, Texas. John Roberts and Wm. Roosa are 
just starting for Y. M. C. A. work with the British troops 
in India and Mesopotamia, after some months with the sol¬ 
diers in England, where they have been doing most excellent 
work. 

If you knew how much I enjoy letters from home 
while I am away off here, you would certainly write to me 
often. I am definitely counting upon your continued and 
earnest prayer. 


Ever sincerely yours, 


(Signed) Eirby Page 
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THE AMERICAN ARMY & NAVY Y.M.C.A. 
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM & FRANCE. 


Secretary for the United Kingdom 
and France: 

E. C. CARTER. 

Secretary for the United Kingdom: 
L. W, DUNN. 

Secretary for France; 

D. A. DAVIS. * 



London Office: 

45, Bedford Square, W.c. l 

Telephone: MUSEUM 3410. 


Paris Office : 

3 1, Avenue Montaigne, 
Paris. 

TELEPHONE; PASSY SO—55. 


Paris, August 1, 1917. 


My dear Polks: 

Just a short note at this time to let you know that 
I landed safely at Havre this morning, and reached Paris at 
noon. I saw Mr. Eddy just for a moment as we passed through 

Rouen. He and Mrs. Eddy are coming on to Paris tonight. 

I have found a number of my old Y. M. C. A. friends 
here at headquarters. They are extremely rushed, and I have 
no doubt that I will he kept busy between Mr. Carter and Mr. 
Eddy. I am feeling tip-top and am ready for anything that comes 
I shall write you a longer letter within a day or two, as soon 
as I find out something more definite. 

With much love to all. 


Ever yours, 
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August 6 th, 1917. 


Dear Kirby 

I have received all your circular letters 
with the deepest interest and heartiest thanks. They 
are indeed most interesting as well as inspiring. 

What wonderful times and ox>portunities you have been 
having! I wish I were over in England or France too. 

I have just returned from my trip through the 
Far Fast which has been very profitable for me. I 
feel that I am better educated in connection with Orien¬ 
tal affairs. In a few days I hope to be able to send 
you a brief report of my trip which I hope will in part 
compensate your efforts in sending me the'circular letters. 

You can be assured of our daily prayers for you, 
your family and your work. Remember me to liar, Chaplin 
and the Fddys when you see them. 

Wishing you abundant blessings from Him on high, 
Ido st c o rdi al ly you rs, 


Mr. Kirby Page 

C/o Brown, Shix^ley & Co. 
123 Pall Mall 

-London, 3.17. , 
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"Somewhere in France", 
August 8, 1917. 


My dear Friends: 

We have just been crossing the battlefields of the 
Marne, on our way up to the camps where the American troops 
are stationed, just behind the lines. We have covered more 
than a hundred miles of territory that was formerly behind 
the German lines, and passed within fifteen miles of a fam¬ 
ous cathedral of shell-fire fame, and within thirty miles 
of one of the best known forts in France, where the Germans 
lost a half million men in unsuccessful assaults. We have 
gone through towns and villages that were bombarded earlier 
in the war, and at one time we were within twelve miles of 
the present German lines, easily within range of their mon¬ 
ster guns. 


Upon alighting at our destination, we were read¬ 
ily distinguished by the Y. M. C. A. secretaries who were 
awaiting our arrival, by our American army uniforms, with 
the bronze initials, U. S. - Y. M. C. A., upon the collars. 
Here in this little French village a thousand "Sammies" are 
stationed, and the whole place is alive with the khaki uni¬ 
form. Every available shed, stable or barn loft is filled 
with these wide awake, generous, warm-hearted, bronzed boys 
of Mexican border fame. 

One could not but be impressed with the moral dan¬ 
gers confronting these men in this far away land. In the 
first place, the very nature of the life they are living 
and the work they are doing is not conducive to the highest 
morality. Several hours each day are spent in bayonet and 
target practice, the handling of grenades and the throwing 
of bombs, experimenting with poison gas and liquid fire - 
all of which have one object, namely proficiency in the art 
of destruction of the enemy. In addition to this, there is 
always a certain amount of drudgery and unpleasant work 
that must be done about the camp. Stables must be cleaned, 
streets swept, garbage cans removed, and various other san¬ 
itary measures taken. By the end of the strenuous day 
every man is dog-tired, and anxious for any kind of diver¬ 
sion or amusement. 


What are the available means of 
French village offers three choices: the 
house, the gambling resort, and the house 
The soldier can take his choice of these. 


recreation? The 
wine and liquor 
of immorality. 
There are no 
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moving pictures, no theaters, no social gathering places of 
refinement, The problem is intensified by the fact that 
the enlisted man in the American army draws from $35 to $90 
a month, while the private in the French army gets six cents 
a day, or $1.80 a month, in addition to the small allowance 
that goes to his family. Does it take a vivid imagination 
to enable one to understand what will happen to these men 
during the long winter what is before them? Tired out with 
the routine and drudgery of the day, far away from all the 
steadying influences of home, with profanity, obscenity, 
drinking and immorality taken for granted, with plenty of 
money in their pockets, and with the subtle tempter or 
temptress ever present, is it any wonder that our boys are 
going down before this flood of temptation like chaff be¬ 
fore the storm? 

In the green pasture just outside the village, is 
the large tent and athletic field of the Y„ M. C. A., with 
its red triangle, symbolizing the three fold work it is at¬ 
tempting to do among these soldiers. This is the only place 
in the village where the men can gather under refining in¬ 
fluences and in a wholesome atmosphere. The Association is 
seeking to minister to the whole man — body, mind and spirit, 
and one of the strongest of the city Association secretaries 
of America, is in charge. A pine board hut is being erected 
near the tent and will be ready for occupancy within a few 
days. In the tent, toward evening, scores of men can be 
seen writing letters upon the paper provided by the Associa¬ 
tion, others are reeding the'home papers or the books from 
the circulating library; groups of men are gathered about 
the folding billiard tables, while others are buying choco¬ 
late, cakes, etc,, at the counter, and the ever-present phon¬ 
ograph is doing its bit. Outside a baseball game is in 
progress, and from the vociferous rooters along the third 
base line comes the familiar cry, "Atta Boy", which we 
have not heard for a good many days. Still others are 
kicking a Spalding football around the lot. Just outside 
the tent is an improvised boxing ring and a little black 
haired chap is pounding the stuffin’ out of his larger op¬ 
ponent, much to the amusement of the hundred spectators. 

Oth°r small groups are lying around on the grass, taking 
life easy, after the toil of the day. 

At 6:30 the regimental band appears on the scene 
for an hour's concert outside the tent. Following this, 
an officer gets upon a table and announces that Dr. Eddy 
will speak upon his experiences among the soldiers of the 
various armies. For fifteen minutes he tells about some 
of his many interesting experiences and gets the attention 
of the men. Then he talks for thirty minutes upon the 
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moral problems of camp life and pleads for clean living, 
making a profound impression upon those present. After the 
meeting I had a most unusual talk with a chap from Des 
Moines. When he came to the meeting he was slightly under 
the influence of drink, but at the close he came up and ask¬ 
ed me for a New Testament, saying that he was a Roman Catho¬ 
lic, but that he would like to have a Testament. This gave 
me an opportunity to talk with him, and we went off by our¬ 
selves and sat down on the grass. I found out that he had 
two brothers who had graduated from Drake and that we knew 
a lot of people in common. For thirty minutes we talked 
earnestly upon the things that really count, and found that 
we agreed upon more of the fundamental points than we real¬ 
ized. He said that he believed that Jesus Christ is the 
Son of God and his personal Saviour, that he realized the 
sinfulness of his own life and his need of divine help in 
the.midst of the temptations of that village, that he want¬ 
ed to give up his sins and that he would ask God to help 
him. There upon that grass he uttered what he told me was 
the first audible prayer of the thirty—four years of his 
life, as the tears streamed down his cheeks. I shall not 
soon forget that prayer. 

How it does make one's heart ache to think, on th« 
one hand, of the terrific moral temptations that are pour¬ 
ing in upon our men; and, on the other, of all that they 
shall undergo during these next months in the way of physi¬ 
cal suffering, agony, and death, in the muddy trenches and 
water-soaked dugouts, in the face of poison gas, liquid 
fire, bayonet steel, machine gun bullets and bits of 
shrapnel. 


Just before I left London the other day, while 
riding upon a bus, a chap in the Australian uniform sidled 
up to me and said: "Say partner, could you tell me where 
a fellow could get a little something to drink?" Upon my 
suggesting that he had better leave it alone, that it would 
surely get the better of him, he replied: "There you go, 
the same old story that my dad has been telling me all my 
life." And as he was in a talkative mood, he continued: 
"You see, my father is a Christian. He has made his pile 
and lives a secluded life. It's all right for him to be a 
Christian. .But say, you ought to see the things that I see 
every day. Do you know what they are teaching us down in 
the camp where I am stationed? The best way to put a bayo¬ 
net through a German! The Bible says to love your enemies, 
and my father can-do that where he is, but down in the camp 
or out at the front it can't be done." The parson may be 
able to explain how you can love your enemy and at the same 
time run him through, but somehow this simple minded 




Australian soldier was not able to understand it. One can¬ 
not but wonder how many others there are with a like diffi¬ 
culty . 


The other night I happened to be in a railway 
station when an ambulance train pulled in. The long plat¬ 
form was entirely covered with rows of stretchers, and 
scores of Red Cross doctors, nurses and stretcher bearers 
were on hand. In the station a glee club of Welsh soldiers 
were singing for the wounded as they passed by, between 
the long rows of women and young girls, who were tossing 
flowers on the cots of the sufferers. It was a pathetic 
sight to see these brave fellows raise themselves up and 
with a smile wave there appreciation to the crowds. While 
we were at the station three separate drafts of men, with 
cheer and song, marched by to board the train bound for the 
front. No one knows how many of them will lie beneath the 
sod of the battlefield, or come back on stretchers, with 
legs or arms gone, with eyesight destroyed or lungs shatter¬ 
ed by the poison gas. What a price we are paying in 
our efforts to achieve human freedom! 

Mr. Eddy has started on. another long tour through 
the British camps, and I am to spend the next seven weeks 
in work with the American troops in the various camps. It 
is a wonderful privilege indeed. At the end of September, 
we start for China, by way of the North Sea, Norway, Russia 
and the Trans-Siberian Railway, where Mr. Eddy begins his 
long campaign on October 27th. After September 1st all 
letters should, be addressed to me c/o Y. M, C. A., 3 Q,uin— 
san Cardens, Shanghai, China. I received good news from my 
wife and Kirby, Jr. They are with Alma's mother, at 617 
Belhje St., Houston, Texas. John Roberts and Wm. Roosa are 
just starting for Y. M, C. A, work with the British troops 
in India and Mesopotamia, after some months with the sol¬ 
diers in England, where they have been doing most excellent 
work. 


If you knew how much I enjoy letters from home 
while I am away off here, you would certainly write to me 
often. I am definitely counting upon your continued and 
earnest prayer. 


Ever sincerely yours, 


(Signed) 


Kirby Page 
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My Anar FTiends: 


We havd Just been crossing the battlefields of tbelarne, 
on our way up to the camps where the American troops arc stationed, 
just behind the lines. .«• hare covered more than a hundred miles 
of territory that see formerly behind the German lines, and passed 
vlthin fifteen miles of a famous cathedral of shell-fire fame, and 
within thirty miles of one of the best known forts in France, where 
the Germans lost a half million men in unsuccessful assaults, we 
have gone through towns and villages that were bombarded earlier in 
the war, and at one time we ware within twelve miles of the present 
German lines, easily within range of their monster guns. 

Upon alighting at our destination, ww were readily dis¬ 
tinguished by the Y. M. C. A. secretaries mho were awaiting our 
arrival, by our Amerioan army uniforms, with the Dronse initials, 

U, a, - Y. Si. C. A., upon the collars. Here in this little French 
village a thousand "Saimaies" are stationed, and the whole place la 
alive with the khaki uniform. Every available shed, stable or 
bam loft is filled with these wide awake, generous, warm-hearted, 
bronzed boys of Mexican border * 


On® could not but be impressed with the moral dangers 
confronting these men in this far away land. In the first plaoo, 
the very nature of the life they are living and the work they are 
doing is not conducive to the highest morality. several hours 
each day are spent in bayonet and target practice, the handling of 
grenades and the throwing of bombs, experimenting with poijon gas 
and liquid fire - all of which have on object, namely proficiency 
in the art of destruction of the enemy. In addition to this, there 
is always a certain amount of drudgery and unpleasant work that must 
he done about the osmp. Stables must be cleaned, streets swept, 
cane removed. and various other sanitary measures taken# 

By the end of the strenuouB day every men is dog-tired, and anxious 
for any kind of diversion or amusement. 


What are the available means of recreation? Ike Frenoh 
Tillage offers three ohoioes: the wine and liquor house, the 

gambling resort, and the house of immorality. The soldier can 
take his choice of these. There are no moving pictures, no 
theaters, no social gathering places of refinement, ^e problem 
is intensified by the faot that the enlisted man in the American 
army draws from $88 to $90 a month, while the private in the French 
army gets six cents a day, or $1.80 a month, in addition to the 
Bmall allowance that goes to his family. Hoes it take a vivid 
imagination to enable one to understand what will happen to these 
men during the long winter that Is before them? ° ut \ 

the routine and drudgery of the day, far away from all the steady¬ 
ing influences of home, with profanity, obscenity, drinking and 
immorality taken for granted, with plenty of money in thoir pookets, 
Mi with the subtle tempter or temptress sver present, is it any 
wonder that our boys are going down before this flood of temptation 
like ohaff before the atom? 
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In the green pasture Just outside the village, la the 
large tent and athletlo field of the Y. U. C. a., with lte red 
triangle, symbolizing the three fold work It ie attempting to do 
among these soldiers. This ie the only place in the village where 
the men can gather under refining influencee and in a wholesome 
atmosphere. The Association is seeking to minister to the Whole 
man - body, mind and spirit, and one of the strongest of the city 
Association secretaries of America is in charge. A pine board hut 
is being erected near the tent and will be ready for oocupanoy 
within a few days. In the tent, toward evening, soores of men 
can be seen writing letters upon the paper provided by the Associa¬ 
tion, others are reading the home papers or the books from the cir¬ 
culating library; groups of men are gathered about the folding 
billiard tables, while others are buying chocolate, cakes, etc., 
at the counter, and the ewer-present phonograph is doing its bit. 
Outside a baseball game ie in progress, and from the vociferous 
rooters along the third base line oomss the familiar cry, "Atta Boy", 
whioh we have not heard for a good many days, still others are 
kicking a Spalding football around the lot. Juet outside the 
tent is an Improvised boxing ring and a little blaok haired chap 
is pounding the stuffin' out of his larger opponent, much to the 
asm s — wrt of the hundred spectators. Other snail groups are 
lying around on the grass, taking Ilfs easy, after the toll of the 
day. 


At 6:20 the regimental band appears on the soene for an 
hour's eoneort outside the tent. Following this, an officer gets 
up on a table and announces that B*. Kddy will speak upon his ex¬ 
periences among the soldiers of the various armies. For fifteen 
minutes he tells about some of his many interesting experiences and 
gets the attention of the non. Then he talks for thirty minutes 
upon the moral problems of camp life and pleads for clean living, 
making s profound impression upon those present. After the meeting 
I had a most unusual talk with a ohap from Bee Moines. .Then he 
oeme to the meeting be mas slightly under the influence of drink, 
but at the close he eame up and asked me for a few Testament, saying 
that hs was a Roman Cathelio, but that he would like to have a Test¬ 
ament. Thle gave me an opoortunity to talk with him, and we vest 
off by ourselves and sat down on the grass. I found out that he 
had two brothers who had graduated from Brake and that we knew a lot 
of people in common. For thirty minutes we talked earnestly upon 
the things that really count, and found that we agreed upon more of 
the fundamental points than we realised. He said that he believed 
that Jesus Christ la the son of God and his personal Saviour, that 
he realised the slnfulnees of his own life and his need of divine 
help in the midst of the temptations of that village, that he wanted 
to give up his sins and tha& he would ask God to help him. There 
upon that grass he uttered what he told me was the first audible 
prayer of the thirty-four years of his life, as the tears streamed 
down his cheeks. I shall not soon forget that prayer. 

How It does make one's heart ache to think, on the one 
hand, of the terrlflo moral temptations that are pouring in upon our 
men; and. on the other, of all that they shall undergo during these 
next months in the way of physical suffering, agony, and death, in 
the muddy trenches and water-soaked dugouts, in the faoo of poison 
gas, liquid fire, bayonet stool, machine gun bullets and bit of 
shrapnel. 
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lust befor* I left London the other day, while riding 
upon a hue, a ohap in the Australian uniform sidled up to m« and 
said: "Say partner, could you tell me where a fellow could get a 

little something to drink?" Upon my suggesting that he had better 
leave it alone, that it would surely get the better of him, he 
replied: "There you go, the same old story that my dad has been 
telling me all my life." And as he waB in a talkative mood, he 
continued: "You see, my father is a Christian. He has made his 
pile and lives a secluded life. It's all right for him to be a 
Christian. But say, you ought to see the things that X see every 
day. Do you know what they are teaohing as down in the camp where 

1 am stationed? The best way to put a bayonet through a German! 

The Bible says to love your enemies, and my father can do that where 
he is, but down in the camp or out at the front it can't be done.” 

The person may he able to expleln how you can love your enemy and 

at the same time run him through, but somehow thiB simple minded 
Australian soldier was not able to understand it. One cannot but 
wonder how many others there are with a like difficulty. 

The other night I happened to be in a railway station when 
an ambulance train palled in. The long platform was entirely covered 
with rows of stretchers, and scores of Red Cross dootors, nurses and 
stretcher hearers were on hand. In the station a glee olub of 
Welsh soldiers were singing for the wounded as they passed by, 
between the long rows of women and young girls, who were tossing 
flowers on the cots of the sufferers. It was a pathetic sight to 
see these brave fellows raise themselves up and with a smile wave 
their appreciation to the crowds. Rails we were at the station 
three separate drafts of men, with ehaer and song, marohed by to 
board the train bound for the front. To one knows how many of 
them will lie beneath the sod of the battlefield, or come back on 
stretchers, with legs or arms gone, with eyesight destroyed or 
lungs Shattered by the poison gas . What a prise we are paying 
in our efforts to achieve human freedom! 

Hr. Eddy has started on another long tour through the 
BritiRi camps, and I an to spend the next seven weeks in work with 
the American troops in the various camps. It is a wonderful 
privilege indeed. At the end of September, we start for Chins, by 
way of the Worth Sea, Borway, Russia and the Trans-Siberian Railway, 
where Hr. Eddy begins his long campaign on October 27th. After 
September 1st all letters should be addressed to ms o/o Y. H. C. A., 

2 Qulnsan Cardens, Shanghai, China. I receive good news from my 
wife and Kirby, Jr. They are with Alma's mother, at 617 Bethje 
St., Houston, Texas. John Roberts and Wm. Roosa are Just start¬ 
ing for Y. if. C. A. work with the British troops in India and 
Mesopotamia, after some months with the soldiers in England, where 
they have been doing most excellent work. 

If yon knew how much I enjoy letters from home while I 
am away off here, you would certainly write to ns often. I an 
definitely oountlng upon your continued and earnest prayer. 


Ever sincerely yours. 








124 EAST 20JH STREET 
NEW YORK 
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DRAKE UNIVERSITY 

DES MOINES 
HERBERT MARTIN 

PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY 


August 
Eleventh 
19 17 


Dear Friend Kirby 

The number of letters I have written you 
must not be taken as an index either of my interest in yon 
or of my appreciation of those good letters that I am re¬ 
ceiving from you. What a wonderful experience you are hav¬ 
ing and what opportunities for helpful service] Only la-st 
week I had a fine letter from John Roberts.He spoke of 
Roosa too.Those letters from you men makes this war more of 
a reality and lends a vividness that otherwise would not be 
ours....Last week too I had a letter from Paul Gardner &n- 
ouncing the fact that he had joined the aviation dep't of the 
U.S.Service. Several of our Drake boys are in the army and 

other dep'ts. I amspending a quiet summer here at Mrs.M’s 

home in New Holland,Ohio.Two weeks from next Monday,the27th. 
we leave for Des Moines.We came by auto and will return that 
way.leisure travel requires about five or six days.Our days 
in the main have been very pleasant.Two weeks ago I went up 
te Chicago for a few days. I met many Drakes there,some of 
course only for the summer session.There are in all 30 of 
our Drakes enrolled. Among others I sawthe Ritchies,the 
Swansons,the Stubbs's,Miss Stockham,Tyler Warren,et al.. 

They are all doing good work.I had letters from Willett and 
others during the year telling me of the good work and name 
they are doing and making there for us all. My.' How widely 
and in so short a time have we all become scattered.This week 
a letter from Alice Ware announced her going to the Pacific 
coast preparatory to sailing in a few weeks for China.Room #25 
Library Bld*g,Drake Univ.is finding its Assistants as follows: 
Hawley preaching in Pennsylvania,Paige in Europe,Ware in China, 
Gardner soon I expect to France,while the old Prof.may still be 

found at his desk."Men may come,and men may go etc". 

I shall not enter intf> any account of the conditions at Drake 
save to say that I do not detect any radical improvement.There 
is much of the sweet and enough of the other to givezest to 
life and cause a hopeless idealist to see that his visions do 
not obtain in toto in practical life. What a misfortune it 
would be to you and me and a great many others were it other¬ 
wise as we would all be out of a job or at laest have no prob - 
te provoke our effort. My work is increasingly interesting. 

My problems and my friends are increasing pari passu. A very 
genuine satisfaction is experienced in finding one’s student 
friends getting out into the world and beginning to do things. 
That ie what y©u would expect from a man whose philosophy is 
that reality consists in an achieving life. 
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I expect though that hy this time any such abstraction 
sounds very hollow to you. And yet I take all that back 
for in such terms do I interpret your enterprise. My ownv^ 
class work I find assuming this practical form. A course 
in general ethics last year gave opportunity for such in¬ 
terpretation. I believe that Ethics in terms of human con¬ 
duct, of social obligation will characterize both our ed¬ 
ucational and religious instruction,yes and will occupy a 
larger place in the body and content of doctrine. To at- 
these intersts in the abstract,apart from the grim real¬ 
ities of life as it is lived in groanings and blood,would 
be t© take part in a farce and a sham. No gospel short of 
elemental religion and fundamental living will be at all 
adequate from this hour. What a privilege it is to live 
now and will be so long as we both shall live.' Instead of 
thecopyist or imitator must come the creator. Creative living 
will be the demand of tomorrow. It has always been so but 
©nly new are our eyes being opened to a revision of the facts. 
How empty and doctrinaire will many of our doctrines sound 
tomorrow.Are they not so sounding already? A sure enough 
transvaluation of values is being made with the result not 
in terms of the Nietaschean will either. The superiority 
of the Superman of tomorrow will be in terms of"the worth 
of his service to his fellows. But I must not con¬ 

tinue in this,perhaps,shop line of goods. The thrill of the 
world’s need and the consequent challenge makes it difficult 
for me t© let it drop..... As the owner of this machine is 
graciously waiting for an opportunity to use it I had better 

hastily desist. I am greatly interested in your work 

and rejoice in the measure of success that is yours.How ex¬ 
ceedingly valuable will be your war experiences when the 
happier days of an^ assured peace and lasting is man’s 
possession. lour interests are mine,your successes,joys 
and sorrows too. I frequently feel that ,1 should be doing 
something more immediate myself. I have discovered that I 
am too old for a Qhaplaincy and I know that I have passed 
beyond the time of my fullest physical perfection. So per¬ 
haps I had better be content to seek to stimulate minds and 
instil ideas and ideals of peace and international brother¬ 
hood. Sometimes I feel like writing a letter of 

appreciation and condolence to Mrs.Page in her widowhood and 
perhaps after I get back to Des Moines and get things arranged 

I may do so. I trust that they both are wel}...Mrs. M. 

has not been very well for the last year or so but I think 
is doing very well now. She had nervous prostration and 

that is not soon outgrown. I have remembered you 

and shall remember you before God in prayer. 


Affectionately yours 




















31, Avenue Montaigne, Paris, 
Cable Address, ’’Recreation", 
August 9, 1917. 


My dear Brother Lookhart: 

After a conference with Mr* Eddy, I find that he does 
not feel that he is in a position from this end of the line to 
make arrangement to bring any more evangelists over. He is 
writing to Dr. John R. Mott, 1£4 East 28th St. ? New York City, 
that a half dozen really first-class evangelists oould be used to 
good advantage with the British troops in England, Egypt and 
Mesopotamia. There is also a possibly of work with the British 
and American troops in France. 

My suggestion is that you oommunioate immediately with 
Dr. Mott in New York, giving him your pedigree, telling him of 
Mr. Eddy’s offer of last summer, and quoting from Mr. Eddy's letter 
to you, if you think desirable. Put the proposition up to him 
good and hot, stating your minimum financial requirements. I 
believe you would never regret any considerable sacrifice you 
make in order to get in touch with the boundless opportunity over 
here. I would also have a couple of your good friends write to 
Dr. Mott at onoe, without any delay whatever. Time is valuable 
just now. I am writing to Dr. Mott by this mail myself. I shall 

pray that you may be guided into finding God's will for you in 
this matter. 

I hope my report letters have been getting through to 
you. I cannot begin to tell you of all that these months are 
meaning to my own spiritual life. I believe the Lord is giving 
me a message for the people of America. I know you will not fail 
me in prayer. I hope you will especially remember Alma during 
these days of her deep need. 

With every good wish for you and your family, and 
kindest regards to all friends. 

Very sincerely yours. 


Rev. Wm. S. Lookhart, 

South End Christian Church, 
Houston, Texas, U. S. A. 








31, Avenue Monteigne, Parle, August 10, 1917. 


My dear Barber: 

Within a few days I think Dr. Mott will be receiving a 
letter from my old friend Rev. ¥m. G. Lockhart, of Houston, Texas, 
offering hie eervioee for evangelietlo work in the war sons. As 
Mr. ~dfly has just written to hr. Mott that six high grade evan¬ 
gelists could be used to good advantage with the British troops in 
England, Egypt and Mesopotamia, and with the American troops In 
France, 1 write this letter to tell you a little something about 
Dr. Lookhart and hia work. 

He is a highly trained university and seminary graduate, 
and a specialist in industrial reform and in the social servioe 
movement. Concerning his social Survey of the City of Houston, 

Mr. Charles Stelssle said that it was the best survey he had found. 
Dr. Lockhart inaugurated the Municipal Entertainment Campaign in 
Houston, eoneeming which the Honorable Champ Clark wrote: "I hope 
it is a prophecy of what every city will do for its people”; and 
it was this campaign of which Jacob Rile was thinking when he 
wrote: ”You have done at one jump what we, with all pur wealth 

and influence, have been trying to do for years. How did you do 
It? It will be on the greatest means of eduoation along the higher 
lines; that is, all things pertaining to the soolal body of the 
olty." He has had much experience In addressing all kinds and 
classes of organizations, labor 'onion, shop meetings, out of door 
meetings, eto. Without doubt, he is the most popular minister in 
the opinion of the laboring classes of his state. 

He is an eloquent and fervent evangelist, and. I have no 
hesitation whatever in saying that I regard him as the equal of 
any of the evangelists that Mr. Eddy brought over for work in 
England and France. I say this after years of close touch with 
Dr. Lockhart's work and after being in scores of the camps with 
the evangelists over here. He has traveled abroad, and I be¬ 
lieve he would easily adapt himself to conditions in the war zone. 

Dr. Lookhart tells me that he stands ready to give at 
least one year to this evangelietlo work, and perhaps for the 
duration of the war. General Hulen has offered him a oontaisslon 
as chaplain, but he tells me that he would prefer to serve under 
the auspices of the Aseooiation, if there is any demand for his 
services. 






Concerning the character and work of Dr. Lockhart 
you might write to Mr. Charles Stelssle, to President Hill K. 

l7 ^ i L 0r8ity ’ LeB Moines, Iowa; or to Professor H. i. 
Wiilett of the University of Chicago. Hie address is c/o 
South End Christian Church, Houston, Texas. 


Bell, 

The 


i often think of you men there headquarters, with 
ail the additional burdens that are pressing in noon vou these 
days. How that Dr. Mott is back, I suppose it will be necessary 
lor you to put on still more pressure for a time. „e are having 
re£.l.>.y v.'onderful times over here. !'r. and Mrs. 3ddy are to be 
Tir iiisD troops during tho remaining weeks in France 
i* exTiect to be working with tho American troops up behind 
uiac linos - It is tx wonderful orivilcre und o 1 1 oor tun it y to be 
over here just now. 


tfith every good wish, 

Ever sincerely yours, 


,p 


B. E. Barber, 3sq., 

124 East 26th St., 

Hew York City, U. S. A. 
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CHAS. G. KINDRED, MINISTER 
Stewart Ave, and Sixty-Sixth Place 


Chicago, .7./15/17. . 191 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

London, England. 

Dear Old Kirby; I nearly grow jealous of you when I think how young and fine 
you are, and the unequalled privileges for service and growth that are showered 
down upon you. But I know that your enrichment will be for increase of His glor 
and so rejoice. There are dangers that accompany such privileges, but I have 
long since learned that we do not get real cibose up to Him until the need grows 
to be superhuman. 'Dear old Paul might have been the first, but he sure was not 
the last to learn that strength that achieves comes only to the defenseless and 
the weak. 

I have enjoyed everyone of your letters, and often tho’t to answer, but wondered 
what one could coin out of this prosaic life we here are leading that would be 
of interest, let alone profit to one so circumstanced. But you must have this 
one anyway, and if I hear any more out of you, I will do it again. 1 am bound, 

now that I have begun, to have the last word. 

The pall of the war is over our services and socials here. Some of our boys hato 
gone, and others are in camps training for officers. It will not be long until 
the news from the front will be freighted with personal heart ache and loss for 
us. We older men I the "has beeners") of the Congregation are drilling once a 
week, and often more, to be ready for any part we might be needed for. It does 
not mean that we are warriors, but only getting into condition to be of more 
and quicker service if there should arise a great need. We have lots of fun 

at our awkardness--but that is growing less, and we are able to do quite well. 

Preacher-like, I am an expert on "firing and failing back." 

I read of some of our fellows going out as for a tunrn in the Trenches and Y.M.C. 
A. Huts, and knew you had been using your influence. If I had the education and 
had been accustomed to being in real public work, I would have been sorely tempt 
eed totry for a place among them. But if I ever cross the ocean for the war, 

I will go under a gun in the ranks. And if that happens I want you assigned to 
my camp. That's what I think of you. 

The work here moves on tho ever so slowly. It seems like every one is quick to 
lose therr temper. I never have experienced so much "hair-trigger" disposition 
than has developed in these times. Thro' it all The Good Fath er has led on-- 
sore tried and discouraged at times, but still forward. We put on the pull 
for tithers the first of the year, and at the end of the first six months, we 
had run over a $1000 per month. This is far and beyond anything of our past. 

One of our girls--Viola Howell--went to Africa with the Inland Mission folks, 
and we outfitted her, paid her expenses out, and cabled her $100 when she ar¬ 
rived there broke. And are just now completing the first year of her support. 
Esther Martin, another one of the Englewood girls, has just graduated from the 
College of Missions, married fi.A.MacLeod, and is under appointment for Tibet. 

We have asked the F.C.M.S. for her as a "Living Link" but received no answer, 
as yet. This sounds fine, but I feel depressed for the lack of conversions. 

The audiences keep up, and I believe I am preaching better than ever before, 
but it seems to lack "grip". If i understand myself, I believe I would die for 
Him. And now you cam understand my envjj of you. For you are where one’s soul 
comes out from all self-deception and blindness. Just to be face to face with 
myself for awhile, that I might know, to the intent that my message would com¬ 
pel surrender. This is my hunger. 

The Morgan Parkers are re-modeling the old M.E. building, and are going to have 
a cosy, moaest, home-like building. It will be ready for you when you are in¬ 
valided, or for any reason com® back to us. It is fin® to leave such an impres 
ion as you made there. I am glad of the day you came into my study and down in 
my heart--and that’s an almost impossible place to get out of. .. 7j ' /■ / 

With my love and always my prayers, - t lAAj&rffyf , 


M -P 









31, Avenue Montaigne, Peris, August 14, 1917. 


% dear Kr* lairrit 

At the cmggoetioo. of J>r. h*ctt, in f, letter written on June 
fth and which hep just reechec me, I am cabling you today, r equeet-^ 
inp that you may reservations for myself, wife, Eirby page, and. 
L'amuel Shoemaker, on the ^rans-Biberitua train leaving Petrograd on 
October 9th for Tientsin, first class accomraodat ions. I am aleo 
requesting the American Embassy in London to cable the American 
Embassy in Petrograd to communicate with you anti make all necessary 
arrengements o * i * a *L/l e it 0 a i _. - e no 3., eriro"ute. 1 a.in due ^^. 

fieri ein on the £7th of October and. am detained hero by the military 
regulations until the end of September, so will have barely time to 
make connections. Anything that you can do in this connection will, 
be moot deeply appreciated. 

I shall hope to see,you when we pass through .Petrograd. 
Thanking yon for your MM cooperation, 

Very sincerely yours, 


Burri, Esq., 
Koehovaya 9, 
Petrograd, "Russia 

















PAGE AND SHOEMAKER 




(Amerioan Y. M. C* -A., 31 Avonne Montaigne) 



BURBI 

HOLOPOLUDI 
, PETROGRAD 


RESERVE FIRST CLASS PETROGRAD TEEHTSIH OCTOBER HIHTH MYSELF WIFE 


SHERWOOD EDDY 
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SIi Avenue loataigne, Paris, 
August 14, 1917. 


Dear Sirs: 

At the suggestion of Pr• John H• Mott, I am writing to 
ask your help in on important matter. I am sohoduled to begin a 
long series of meetings in China during the latter part of Qotober 
end ore detained here by the military regulations until the end of 
f opt ember, sfcioh barely leaves time for me to make the journey Via 
Bergen, Potrogrsd and the £ra»e-SIberian Hallway, and not enough 
tine to go by way of America and the Pacific. 

Could I trouble you to cable to the American I'-mbaosy in 
Petrogfad, asking then if they will kindly communicate with cur Mr# 
Burri, at Moohovaya 9, and mice .Thatover arrangements are necessary 
so that there nay be no delay enroute, With me will be ray wife. 

Mr* Kirby Pago and Mr. Samuel Shoemaker. We dear ire to leave Petrograd 
on the Trans-SIberian Railway on [Tuesday, October 9th. All of us 
hold American Paeeports, permitting ue to travel in Korway, Sweden. 
Busela and Ohlna. ^ 

Any aseietanoo that you are able to render in this witter 
w most deeply appreciated. 


Sinceroly yours. 


She American Embassy, 
Croevenor Gardens, 
London, England, 
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ALL SCRIPTURE IS GIVEN 


INSPIRATION OF GOD AND IS PROFITABLE" 


Houston, Texas, 


8-16-17, 


Dearest Mother:- 

Your letter just received and so glad to 
hear from you again. We are all in fine Bhape and the 
hoy is as rolieky a ever after his little spell, Which 
did not last hut a day or two. Alma is right happy 
too and having as good a time as possible. 

I baptized 5 last Saturday afternoon; a husband 
and wife and son, and a young man, and a “boy- It is 
such a pleasure and so thrilling to help them obey the 
Lord. We had some big day last Sunday again. Went by 
Park Place for Mrs. Allen anl then went to PriendBWood 
for afternoon Glass. Had a blow-out on the way down 
and that made us late getting there, consequently late 
starting home. Then we had to run slow on account of 
the bad tire and that took us half an hour longer than 
usual. On the way home we stopped and bought a bushel 
of pairs for 50 cents, picked them from trees, this too^ 
at least 30 minutes. Then when we was about to East- 
wood on McKinney Avenue, we ran out of gasoline. It 
was the first Sunday under the new closing law and no 
one could sell gasoline so we phoned a friend that lived 
nearby to come and tow us in. He was in the bath-tub 
but dreBsed as quick as he could. They did not have 
any rope and his wife went to 6 houses before finding 
a rope to tow us with. They finally arrived but with- 
out their eupper on account of the rush# ^e reached 
home all dirty and tired at five minutes after eight and 
we were supposed to begin at the Y.M.G.A. at eight 
o’clock. To cap the climax the man that towed us in 
was out of lubricating oils* could not buy any as It 
was Sunday. I filled his car up from a tank I have in 
the garage and they took Morma on to the Y.M.C.A. to 
tell the crowd I would be there later. I cleaned up a 
little and reached there at 8:30. We had our lesson and 
the Lord's Supper and a fine time: in spite of the fact 
that we had no dinner nor supper that day. we ate a 
late breakfast, about 8:45 o'clock, and made freezer of 
ice cream and had a saucer for dinner. Thought we woul< 
make up on a big supper. What did we do When we got home 
from class at 10 o’clock but take the couple with us who 
had so kindly towed us in and fix a big meal. We had 
killed a rabbit in morning so we fried that, had peaB, 
potatoes, and a lot of stuff and wound up with our ice 
cream at 11 o(clook that night. Then we had some muslo 
and they talked until almost 12 o clock, before 
home. It seemed like we were tried a great deal that 


"to SERVE THE LIVING AND TRUE GOD AND WAIT FOR HIS SON FROM HEAVEN" 





day "but we all took It laughingly and the devil did not 

get any victory out of it all. The Lord is with ua and 
always sees ua through some way. We did not any of ua 
suffer and are Btill going it lickety-split every day 
and night. We switched the Park Place Bible Glass from 
Monday to Wednesday night and opened up the night clasB 
in Montrose Monday night with 28 present. That was a 
fine start and the class will grow some more too. 

So we have a class each night in the week now except 
Saturday and three classes in the day, besides the 
baptisms and extra meetings. I almost forgot to tell you 
that a Quaker man from Priendswood, who has been asking 
questions about immersion, told me last Sunday afternoon 
that he waB ready to be baptised. So we will go early 
next Sunday afternoon and baptise him in Clear Creek, 
Which is right at Priendswood, if the Lord wills. I 
think his wife will be baptised too. Praise the Lord 
for it. Mo one thought a Quaker would ever accept 
immersion. The Lord still works miracles. We x e the 
happiest and the busiest couple you/ ever saw and so 
trustful in the Lord at all times. 

I am busy as a bee so must quit here. More later. 
I will try and tell you soon about a Jewish Mission that 
we think will soon be opened up here, we will work with 
others in this respect. We love you aid wish you 

well. Remember that you promised to visit us this 
summer and we are ready for you now; so pick up and come 
on for a good rest, a needed change and a long old talk 
with your dear children, Leak and Morma and Alma and 
Kirby, Jr. That will be some re-union, won't it. 

Let us know when you will come and we win meet you and 
see that you have a good time and lots of rides in that 
new car of Morma's.. Pray for us. May God bless you 
and keep you till Jesus comes, which we believe will 
not be long now. 


Lovingly, 

Your children. 








J O, BOYD 
L. G. MC KINLEY 


Boyd & McKinley 
Attorneys at Law 

KEOKUK, IOWA 


TRUST COMPANY BUILDING 
611 BLONDEAU STREET 


August 17, 1917* 


Mr. Kirby Page, 

o/o Brown, Shipley & Co., 

128 Pall Mall, 

London, S. V. 


Bear Kirby: 

I hare been deeply Interested In the letters 

which I have reoelved from you since you took boat for 
the war zone. I have been very solicitous for your 

success and the success of the great work in which you 
core engaged. I have been very keenly Interested in 

the 7. M. C. A. war work for the last year and a half 
during which time I have come to know more of the wonder¬ 
ful work the 7. If. C. A. Secretaries are accomplishing. 

I am sure that you are being personally much blessed in 
your association with Hr. Eddy and assisting Mm in the 
direction of the evangelistio work at which he is a master. 
It is encouraging Indeed to know the way in which your 
messages are being received in the army camps* But 

knowing you as I ao, I am not surprised that your work with 
MU is resulting so suooesefully. 7ou may know Kirby 

that you have the sinoerest good wishes and the prayers 
of your friends in America behind you and may your fur¬ 
ther work continue to be blessed as it has in weeks 
passed. 


We in America are at last becoming genuinely 
aroused as to what this war means to us and the rest of 
mankind. I think that there is no doubt about Dhole 

Sam doing his part from now on. In my opinion, our 
armies are going to shape up into reel fighting men very 
rapidly in the next few months and we ought to be doing 
big things on the fighting lines by next spring. On 

the 27th instant, I am to report at Port Snelling, Minne¬ 
sota, for Second Officer's Trai ning Camp and I am getting 
very anxious to be at work getting really prepared to do 
ny bit. There is three months of mighty hard work 

ahead of me, but I am going to do my very best to be de- 
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serving of a commission at the end of that time* Kirk— 

Patrick and Russ Jordan are also to lie in oamp so Kappa 
lambda will be represented. There are also a large num¬ 
ber of other Drake men. The draft is also proceeding 

rapidly and the first call will be given within the next 
few days. 

With all good wishes, Z am 

Tory sincerely yours, 

LGLIjHUA 
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617 Bethje Street. 
Houston, Eexas. 
August 22, 1917. 


Sweetheart: 

I suppose this will be about the last letter I shall 
send to Paris, as according to my calculations it will not reach 
you much more than the 13th. The next one I shall send to London 
and later send a copy of it to Shanghai. I suppose there will be 
about a month after you leave London that I shall not get anything 
from you with any degree of iegularity. Please be careful after 
you leave london and before reaching China to send your confirma¬ 
tion copy long enough after your original so that the two will 
not go on the same boat. 

We are coming along very nicely with our new street 
car line a? d will be able to juppp on the car right in front of 
the door before many weeks are gone. Mother says she won't mind 
going to town when it is so close and she doesn't have to walk 
so far in the sun. It will also amuse the boy a. great deal to 
watch them, as he likes anything with a ding-ding attached. He 
is certainly a case in his dealings with the folks. Sometimes 
he will love theii half to death and again he will take cover 
around me and say nothing but mama-mama. He climbs up and down 
stairs as nicely as you please, and I am not afraid for him as 
he is.always extremely careful, as there is no saying more true 
with him than that "a burnt child fears the fire." He Is rather 
bold in most things and is not easily frightened, yet he seldom 
ventures too far. ' I am also glad to say that he shows signs of 
being very generous. Of course, he still has temper enough, but 
I am sure that by the right‘treatment he will some day be able 
to master it. He is too young to do very much yet. 

Am anxious to know What you are doing in Paris, whether 
you will continue your speaking or not. You spoke in one of your 
letters as if there were some doubt about it. In any event it 
will be a great experience for you. I only hope you will come in 
contact with some of the American boys. Sheldon Medbury is in 
training at San Antonio in the aviation corps. 

I am not fit for very much these days, except to eat 
what I can. The weather is extremely warm and dry, but we can 
at least have the satisfaction of perspiring here, and the 
warmth doesn't hurt as it did in Oklahoma. Mother thinks the 
little girl will get here before the 15th. I am not worried, 
the sooner the quicker, only I would prefer September. 

Oh yes, had a letter from Helen yesterday. Her brother 
is in training for hospital work in Davenport, and will soon go 
to New Mexico. 

I think of you and pray for you. Many of your friends 
are doing the same, but they cannot do so as much as I do. May 
God in his mercy watch over you and keep you. 


Ever affectionately yours, 



AMERICAN 



On Active Service 

WITH THE AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 

"At an American Army Camp", August 22, 1917. 


My dearest Folks: 

This letter is being written with the typewriter 
propped up on a chair out on the green grass beside an unfinished 
Y. Mo C. A* at one of the American camps nearest the present 
German lines, where $uch heavy fighting has been going on for the 
past few days. About thirty yards in front of me is a most 
beautiful little falls in the stream; to my left are the rolling 
hills and the golden grain, where even at the moment the.old 
French peasant is wielding his old fashioned scythe; to my right 
rises the spire of the village church, and in the churchyard the 
military band is playing, with the soldiers lounging around after 
their hard day T s drill; while at the rear is as glorious a sunset 
as one could wish to see. It is just such a scene as the 
artist likes to paint, and helps to draw one nearer to the great 
heart of God. 

In the stillness of the night we can hear the inter¬ 
mittent boom of the great guns in the big push that is now going 
on. Indeed, we are actually within range of the heaviest of the 
German guns; although, of course, there is no likelihood of their 
wasting ammunition with random and aimless firing. A day or two 
ago a battle in the air between twenty or thirty German and 
French aeroplanes was distinctly visible from the place where I 
am now sitting. Several times a night I am awakened by the 
sharp challenge of the sentry, Halt!, as some straggler or 
perhaps an American or French soldier on night duty passeft on 
the military road. At 2 o’clock this/morning I was awakened 
by machine gun fire, from squads of our boys out on night 
manouvers. The loping strings of military trucks and Red 
Cross ambulances on their way to and from the front help one 
to realize that war is actually being waged, almost before our 
very eyes. 


For some days I have been helping,out at one of the 
American Y. M. C.. A. huts just a few miles from here. Early 
and late I have been selling chocolate, cakes, tobacco, ginger 
ale, tooth paste, razpr blades, etc., or handing out writing 
paper, magazines, books or games to the endless stream of men 
who frequent the building when off duty. On Sunday I had the 
opportunity of speaking to them twice, and after the evening 
meeting more than 4-0 of them were enrolled in a Bible class, which 
is to meet three(nmyvxhhuioO- these miscellaneous characters were 
made by an old French gentleman who just strolled up and wanted 
to see what I was doing; he couldn’t speak English nor could I 
understand him, yet I made out that he wanted to try the machine - 
hence this interpolation) - as I was saying, this class is to 
meet three times a week. Last night I le^Ld in the first session. 
We took our chairs out under the trees on The green grass, and for 
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forty-minutes we talked about"the /Joy of Jesus”. It was 
great to see the way in which they responded. I am hoping 
that great things will come out of this class. 

Today I was moved down to take charge of this hut 
which is- to he opened tomorrow night. All day tomorrow we shall 
he busy putting on the finishing touches, getting ready for the 
grand rush in the evening. After this I will have no time to sit 
out on the grass in the dusk and meditate upon the beauties of 
nature. Such things as "Gimm’e a pack o' 'Three Castles", or 
"Two of them franc Toblers" , or "How do you get the top off this 
soda.pop?", or "When are you goin T to get some Bull Durham?", or 
"Is it a fact that three cargoes of the Y. 5L C» Ao stuff has 
been sunk by the subs?", or "Why don’t you get some ice cream?", 
or "Wee, wee", will be more pressing and to the point. I shall 
be holding forth in this hut alone and have no doubt that I will 
manage to find something to do to keep me from getting the gout. 
It is a great old life, and I wouldn’t miss being- here for a 
great deal. These fellows are the most generous and open- 
minded tfhaps that I have run across, and it is a privilege to be 
able to come into such close touch with them. I hope to get 
in some good licks for the Master while here. They boys are 
most eager indeed to talk with you, not only about baseball and 
hero stories, but also about the deeper problems of their lives,, 
How my heart doew go out to them. 

I suppose I shall remain on here until time for Mr, 

Eddy to start for China, although I am not sure about this. I 
know of no place I would rather be over here than with our own 
troops. It is a fine climax to the experience of these months 
to be able to have some part, even though it be ever so small, 
in the work that is being done for our boys in this distant land. 
My thoughts and prayers are constantly with you these days, and 
I have absolute faith that the good Bather will protect and guide 
us all, even though^ thousands of miles are between us« 

Good-night and God bless you, dearies, 


Ever lovingly yours. 









